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P h i l a d e l p h i a
Broken Windows & Violent Crime in

B Other theories of crime rely on social factors in
order to explain patterns of criminal behaviour
within society. Social disorganization theory,
popularized in the early twentieth century,
focuses on the breakdown of social units, such
as the family, as one of the primary causes
of deviant behaviour. According to one school
of thought, neighbourhoods composed largely
of single-parent families are at greater risk of
experiencing anti-social behaviour. The
large-scale map on the left attempts to
illustrate this theory by overlaying the
number of violent crime incidents with the
number of single-mother households.

    roken Windows Theory was first introduced
in an article that appeared in Atlantic Monthly
magazine in 1982. The theory states that
serious crime has its roots in the slow but
steady erosion of the neighbourhood
environment. The name comes from the idea
that allowing a few broken windows to remain
unfixed in a vacant building sends the signal that
neighbourhood residents do not care for their
community and therefore that more serious
social transgressions are permissible.
The map shown below illustrates this
theory by displaying the similar spatial patterns
between vacant properties and violent crimes.


